
 

 
At its meeting on 23 March 2016, the Sustainable Development Committee considered the business referred to below.  The 
Committee has approved the recommendations detailed for approval by the Comhairle.  Where the Committee has 
exercised delegated powers or used the conditional delegation provisions for any item, this is stated. 
 
Items marked with an asterisk* were considered with the press and public excluded from the Meeting. 
 
Item Title Agenda 

Number 
 

Committee’s Decision 

Minute of Meeting 
of 10 February 
2016 
 

1  The Minute of Meeting of 10 February 2016 was approved. 

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

2  Mr Donald F. Crichton declared an interest in Item 17 as a Member of Stornoway 
Trust and left the Meeting during consideration of this Item. 
 

Smart Meter 
Rollout 
 

3  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
 

Performance 
Management 
(Development) 
2015/16 Update 
 

4  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) continue to scrutinise Business Plan performance through Interplan and 

through engagement with the Performance Monitoring Presentation;  and 
 
(2) note that the Director of Development would submit a Report to Policy and 

Resources Committee on 30 March 2016 with a proposed short term strategy 
and any budgetary implications thereof for the continued engagement with 
stakeholders in relation to remote island wind and the interconnector. 

 
Performance 
Management (Sport 
and Health) 
2015/16 Update 
 

5  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle continue to scrutinise Business Plan 
performance through Interplan and through engagement with the Performance 
Monitoring Presentation. 
 

Stornoway Town 
Hall:  Participation 
Request 
 

6  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle agree to extend the current contract with Third Sector Hebrides, for 
the operation of the facilities for external hire of Stornoway Town Hall to 30 June 2016 
with a contract payment of £2,187.50 to enable proposals to be developed for its 
future operation in accordance with the principles of the Community Empowerment 
(Scotland) Act 2015. 
 

Outer Hebrides 
Fuel Poverty 
Strategy and Action 
Plan 2015-2025 – 
Progress Update 
 

7  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the update; 
 
(2) agree to reappoint Tighean Innse Gall as the Managing Agent for the Home 

Energy Efficiency Scotland: Areas Based Schemes (HEEPS:ABS) for 2016/17 
subject to no other party expressing an interest following publication of a 
Voluntary Ex Ante Transparency notice; 

 
(3) authorise the Director of Development, in consultation with the Energy 

Member Officer Working Group, prepare and submit a response to the 
Competition and Markets Authority’s “Energy Markets Investigation Provisional 
Decision on Remedies” Report by the deadline of 7 April 2016;  and 

 
(4) authorise the Director of Development to write to the Office of Gas and 

Electricity Markets (OFGEM), the Department of Energy and Climate Change 
(DECC), the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA), and the Scottish and 
UK Governments in relation to the 15% locational surcharge for the distribution 
of electricity to consumers living in remote areas. 
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Development Plan 
Scheme 2016:  
Outer Hebrides 
Local Development 
Plan 
 

8  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the Outer Hebrides 
Development Plan Scheme 2016 as detailed in the Appendix to the Report. 

Planning 
Performance 
Framework:  Advice 
Note for Small and 
Medium 
Businesses 
 

9  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that Comhairle: 

(1) approve the Advice Note for Small and Medium Businesses as set out in the 
Appendix  to the Report;  and 

(2) authorise the Director of Development to publish the document. 

Review of Draft 
Supplementary 
Guidance for Wind 
Energy 
Development  
 

10  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the comments received from the consultation on the Draft Supplementary 

Guidance for Wind Energy Development, and approve the proposed 
responses to these comments; 

 
(2) authorise the Director of Development to engage with stakeholders on the 

proposed responses to these comments; 
 
(3) report progress on the proposed course of actions to the Energy Member 

Officer Working Group;  and 
 
(4) authorise the Director of Development to finalise the Supplementary Guidance 

for Wind Energy Development and report it to the June 2016 Meeting of the 
Committee for further consideration. 

 
Comhairle Financial 
Support for 
Community 
Economic 
Development 
Projects Update. 
 

11  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
 

Future of 
Hebridean 
Connections 
 

12  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree that the Hebridean 
Connections project be integrated into the Comhairle’s Heritage Service and that final 
arrangements be delegated to the Director of Development as appropriate. 

Western Isles 
Libraries - Mobile 
Library Service 
 

13  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note: 
 
(1) the significant contribution made by the Mobile Library Service to the Western 

Isles Library Service;  and 
 
(2) that the procurement of new library vans was a critical component of the 

Library Forward Plan approved by the Comhairle in June 2015. 
 

Lews Castle 
Museum and 
Archive - 
Accreditation and 
the updated 
Collections 
Development Policy 
 

14  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the Museum nan Eilean 
Collections Development Policy as detailed in the Appendix to the Report. 

Lews Castle 
Museum and 
Archive Project 
Museum nan Eilean 
Pricing Policy 
 

15  It is recommended that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) approve the Pricing Policy and List of Charges 2016/17 as detailed in the 

Appendix to the Report;  and 
 
(2) authorise the Director of Development to determine charges for special 

exhibitions and events as appropriate. 
 

Lews Castle 
Museum and 
Archive Project - 
Update  
 

16  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that Comhairle note the Report. 



 
Lews Castle 
Grounds 
Regeneration 
Project 
 

17  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that Comhairle agree £250k from the Capital Match Fund for the Lews Castle 
Grounds Regeneration project, subject to all match funding being approved and 
subject to a funding package being in place to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive. 

Reports 
Outstanding 
 

18  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

 


